Unit 3 Writing practice

Improve your writing:  a for and against essay.
Linkers of addition and contrast

1
Tick (✓) the correct sentences.

1
Tom is wearing a jacket, even though he isn’t feeling 
cold. _____

2
Sophie takes the bus to work, despite Ella always drives. _____

3
I don’t like this room because it’s too small. Furthermore, it’s very dark. _____

4
Everyone loved the party in spite of having a fantastic time. _____

5
While Jack isn’t interested in voting, Ben thinks that you shouldn’t waste your vote. _____

2
Choose the correct alternatives.

1
Janet wants to book a holiday, despite having / she has very little money.

2
Mark has gone to work today, even though he 
doesn’t feel / not feeling well.

3
Julian downloads songs on the internet. Additionally, he sometimes buys / sometimes buying CDs.

4
Some people think that compulsory voting is a good 
idea, whereas disagreeing / I disagree with it.

5
My brother passed his driving test when he was seventeen despite being / he be very bad at driving!

3
Rewrite the sentences. Use the bold linkers.

Although I don’t know any of the candidates, I’m going to vote today. (even though)

I’m going to vote today, even though I don’t know any of the candidates.

1
He isn’t a very nice person and I don’t like his policies. (moreover)


I don’t like ___________________________________


___________________________________________.

2
Becky is studying at college and works in a music shop 
at weekends. (additionally)


Becky is ____________________________________


___________________________________________.

3
Although I don’t see them often, I have a great relationship with my cousins. (despite)


___________________________________________


__________________________________ them often.

4
I think it’s important to be interested in politics. It also gives you lots of topics of conversation. (furthermore)


I think ______________________________________


___________________________________________.


5
My brother drives a car, but I prefer to ride a bike. (whereas)


___________________________________________.
___________________________________ ride a bike.

Focus on the text

4
Read the text and match paragraphs A–D with the descriptions 1–4.

1
There shouldn’t be a law to make people vote. C
2
Without compulsory voting, no one knows what people really think. _____
3
Different countries have different ideas about voting. _____
4
Compulsory voting would help people to understand politics better. _____
	‘Voting should be compulsory.’ Discuss.

A
In many countries, voting is optional. Their citizens can choose whether or not to vote, (1) __________________ a democratic election is intended to allow people to express their opinion. However, in a few countries, such as Australia, voting is legally enforced. 

B
Many people say that compulsory voting is an obligation to the state, like paying taxes. (2) __________________, they believe that compulsory voting makes an election result a true representation of public opinion.
(3) __________________, compulsory voting might engage people who are less interested in politics, making them more aware of the different options available to them.

C
(4) __________________ the points above, other people think that compulsory voting is against the idea of a liberal democracy, in which people should be allowed to choose whether or not to vote. (5) __________________, they argue that forcing people to vote may result in them misusing their vote, choosing someone whose policies they are unaware of.

D
On balance, I think that compulsory voting is a good idea. (6) __________________ some believe that compulsory voting might make people even more unwilling to vote, I think it would encourage everyone to become more involved with politics.


5
Choose the correct linkers to complete the text.

1
A
additionally
B even though
C furthermore

2
A
Despite
B Moreover
C Whereas

3
A
While
B In spite of
C Furthermore

4
A
Similarly
B Apart from that
C In spite of

5
A
Similarly
B Whereas
C Despite

6
A
Despite
B Moreover
C Whereas
6   Give your personal  opinion in 5 lines.
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