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Crimes that involve « stealing » :


- Theft : taking property against the will of the owner. General term for « stealing ».


- Robbery : face-to-face confrontation between the robber and the victim in which the victim surrenders valuables because of threat or violence.


- Mugging : armed, violent robbery. The victim is attacked.


- Burglary : robbing a house, usually when the owners are out or asleep.


- Shoplifting : taking something from a shop without paying it.


- Pickpocketing : stealing things out of pockets or bags without the victim noticing.


- Bag-snatching : theft that involves snatching a woman’s handbag.


- Carjacking : someone attacks the driver of a car and steals the car.


- Joyriding : stealing a car and driving it for pleasure, usually in a dangerous way.


- Ram-raiding : driving a vehicle through a shop window to steal goods. Also known as « crash and carry ».





- Crime: any infraction of the law or illegal activity.  - Felony : a severe crime (e.g murder, burglary,...) 


- Misdemeanor: a minor crime or petty crime (e.g parking infractions, some traffic violations, pickpocketing,
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Crimes that involve « killing » :


- Murder : to kill  someone intentionally. - Manslaughter : when you kill someone in a non intentional way. - Assassination : to kill an important person (e.g politician, celebrity,...)








Other crimes :


- Arson : the crime of setting fire to a place on purpose.- Attempted murder : trying to kill someone, but failing- Blackmail : to extort money from a person by the use of threat.(e.g by threating to reveal personal information)- Bribery : to give money or presents to a person in order to corrupt his/her behaviour.- Child abuse : injuring a child on purpose. – Domestic violence : physical assault that occur within the home. -Drug dealing : to sell drugs. – Drink driving : driving under the inflluence (DUI) or driving while intoxicated (DWI)- Forgery: to falsely make or copy something in order to deceive people. - Fraud : lying or cheating for business or monetary purposes. - Harassment: to disturb, persecute or trouble  someone persistently. - Hijacking : to illegaly take over a vehicle, especially a plane, and force it to change its destination or for other purposes.- Kidnapping: to abduct someone by force and take them captive/hostage to extract ransom.- Rape: to force to have sexual intercourse. - Smuggling: to import/export goods illegally. –Speeding : exceding the speed limit. - Terrorism: the use of violence or threats for political purposes.- Vandalism: damage or destruction of public property.








Crime�
Criminal�
Verb�
�
arson�
arsonist�
to  commit arson / to set fire�
�
assassination �
assassin�
to assassinate�
�
bag-snatching�
bag-snatcher�
to snatch someone’s bag�
�
blackmailing�
blackmailer�
to blackmail�
�
burglary �
burglar�
to break in, into / to burgle�
�
bribery�
briber�
to bribe / to give a bribe�
�
drug dealing�
drug dealer �
to sell drugs�
�
forgery�
forger�
to forge�
�
fraud�
fraudster�
to commit fraud�
�
harassment�
harasser�
to harass�
�
hijacking�
hijacker�
to hijack�
�
joyriding�
joyrider�
to joyride�
�
kidnapping�
kidnapper�
to kidnap�
�
mugging�
mugger�
to mug�
�
murder�
murderer�
to murder�
�
pickpocketing�
pickpocket�
to pickpocket�
�
ram-raidiing�
ram-raider�
to ram-raid�
�
rape�
rapist�
to rape�
�
robbery�
robber�
to rob�
�
smuggling�
smuggler�
to smuggle�
�
terrorism�
terrorist�
to set off bombs, etc�
�
theft�
thief�
to steal�
�
vandalism�
vandal�
to vandalise�
�
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Punishment :


- Traffic ticket : e.g : a parking ticket, a speeding ticket,...


- License suspension : to remove a driver’s license for some time.


- Fine: sum of money that is paid as a punishment for a minor crime.  He was given a fine for speeding.


- Bail: to release on bail : a sum of money that criminals can pay in some cases to stay out of prison before the court case. He won’t get bail. He is extremely violent.


- One night in a police station cell : He had to spend one night in a police station cell for drunk-driving.


- In custody : when the police keep someone in prison before they go to court. He’s being kept in custody until the trial begins.


- House arrest : remain in one’s home for a certain period of time. The teenager who committed the crime is under house arrest.


- A ban : a prohibition to do something or exclusion from a place, organisation or activity.


-being banned from contacting or approaching certain people (a restraining    order)


-being banned from holding public office / certain jobs


- To pay compensation to the victim : pay an amount of money to the victim.


- Community service : punishment that consists on performing actions that benefit the community.


- On probation / parole : when a criminal is allowed out of prison before the end of the sentence. The criminal was put on probation. He is on parole.


- Jail sentence / imprisonment : to spend a certain amount of time in prison, locked away from society.He was sentenced to three months in prison


- Life sentence / life in prison / life imprisonment : when someone is sent to prison for life. He’s currently serving two life sentences for murder.


- Corporal punishment : physical punishment. E.g : caning, whipping or beating.


- Death penalty / capital punishment : a punishment resulting in death. E.g : lethal injection or electric chair.
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The murder weapon: 


�
Weapon�
Criminal action�
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gun / rifle�
to shoot someone �
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knife or another sharp object�
to stab someone�
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bomb�
to set off a bomb�
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hand grenade�
to throw a grenade at someone�
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car or another vehicle�
to run someone over / to be run over�
�
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In court: 


- Court : the place where a crime is discussed and judged.


- Trial : the court process which decides if someone is guilty or not.


- Judge : person who is in control of a court. He/she listens to both sides and decides if the criminal is found guilty or non-guilty (=innocent).


- Jury : group of citizens who are selected at random to decide wether someone is guilty or not in a trial.


- lawyer / attorney : person who represents clients  in court.


- Prosecutor : a lawyer who represents the side in a court case that accuses a person of a crime and who tries to prove that the person is guilty.


- Victim : peson who has the crime committed against him/her.


- Defendant : person accused of a crime. 


- Witness : person who witnesses a crime (=who sees a crime being committed)


- Verdict : what the judge and the jury decide.


- Sentence : the punishment that a judge gives to a criminal.


- To be acquitted : to declare non-guilty





Police: 


The police investigate the crime and the crime scene looking for evidence. They find the murder weapon with the murderer’s fingerprints on it. They catch the suspect and arrest him/her. They take the criminal to the police station and They question/interrogate him/her. If the criminal doesn’t have an alibi, they will charge him/her with attempted murder.











