                                                                          REPORTED SPEECH

1.- WHAT IS REPORTED SPEECH?

In direct speech we repeat exactly what someone said:   He said 'I don't like football'

In reported speech, however, we tell what someone said without repeating his exact words.

He said (that) he didn't like football.

2.- TENSES IN REPORTED SPEECH

Tenses in reported speech are "more past" (because we're not talking at the same time as the speaker was).

DIRECT SPEECH                                  REPORTED SPEECH

Present simple                                      Past simple

'I like peaches.                                     He said he liked peaches.

Present progressive                           Past progressive

'Is it raining?'                                        He asked if it was raining.

Past simple                                           Past perfect

'I didn't recognize you.                      She explained that she hadn't recognized me.

Present perfect                                   Past perfect

'You've annoyed the dog.'                 I told her she'd annoyed the dog.

Past progressive                                  Past progressive( or past perfect progressive)
'I was joking about the price.            He said he was joking (or: had been joking)      about the price.

Past perfect                                          Past perfect

'I hadn't seen her before´                   You said you hadn't seen her

Shall/will                                               Should/would

'We'll be late.'                                      'I was afraid we'd be late'

Can, may                                               Could, might

'I can swim.'                                           She thought she could swim.

'It may rain.'                                          They said it might rain.

Would, could, might,                         Would, could, might, 
ought, should                                      ought, should      

'You could be right.'                           I felt he could be right.

'That should be interesting.'            She said it should be interesting.

Must                                                      Must or Had to

'I must go.'                                            He said he must go. (or: ...or had to go)

3.- OTHER CHANGES IN REPORTED SPEECH

- this = that, the-----        I found this watch on a train'

- these = those, the ---    He said that he had found that/the watch on a train.

- Pronouns and possessive adjectives change from  first  or  second  person to third person, except when  the speaker is reporting his own words.Example:     He said, I've forgotten the combination of my safe'

                                                                                    He said that he had forgotten the combination of his safe.

  but I said, 'I like my new house' = I said that I liked my new house

 Adverbs and adverbial phrases of time change as follows:

DIRECT SPEECH                                           REPORTED SPEECH

Today                                                              that day

Yesterday                                                      the day before

the day before yesterday                          two days before

tomorrow                                                    the next day, the following day

the day after tomorrow                            in two days' time

next week/year etc.                                   the following week/year etc.

last month/year etc.                                  the previous month, year, etc.

a year etc. ago                                             a year before/ the previous year

here                                                                there 

4. STATEMENTS

- With reported statements we normally use the conjunction that, which can be omitted.

He said, 'I'm going home' = He said (that) he was going home.

- We also normally use say and tell as reporting verbs. Remember that tell must be followed by the person  or a personal pronoun  object .

'I have forgotten my keys at home', he said.       He said (to me) that he had forgotten his keys at home.       or
                                                                                      He told me that he had forgotten his keys at home.

5. QUESTIONS

- They don't have the same word-order . Questions marks are not used .

´How do you feel?´,the nurse said-----The nurse asked how I felt.

 I wondered why my mother was driving so fast.

- Say can introduce a direct question, but not a reported question.Ex.: She said, 'Do you want me to help you?'

                                                                                                                                She asked if I wanted her to help me.

- When we have no interrogative words (if you answer  yes or no) if or whether are used to introduce reported 
questions.Ex.:    The bus driver asked if/whether I wanted the town centre.

Whether is more formal. It is also used when there's a choice. Ex.:He asked me whether I wanted to stay or leave.

6. COMMANDS, REQUESTS, ADVICE, ETC.

They're all often reported by reporting verb + object pronoun + infinitive.

Commands: 'Be back before ten', my mother said.---      My mother told (or ordered) me to be back before ten.

Requests: He said, 'Can you open the window, please?' = He asked me to open the window.
                  Remember that if we ask for an object we don't need infinitives.Ex.:  'Can you lend me a pen?' he said.  ---                   He asked me for a pen.

Offers: 'Shall I bring you some tea?'---     He offered to bring me some tea.

Invitations: 'Would you like to sit down?' ----My hostess invited me to sit down.

Advice: My friend said, 'if you travel abroad you should take your passport with you'-----
              My friend advised me to take my passport with me if I travelled abroad.

Warnings: 'Be careful of pickpockets', the policeman said to us.----The policeman warned us to be careful of                            pickpockets.

Pleas: 'Please, please don't take any risks,' said his wife.-----His wife begged/implored him not to take any risks.

Encouragement: 'Go on, apply for the job,' said Jack.-----Jack urged/encouraged me to apply for the job.

Reminders: 'Don't forget to order the wine,' said Mrs Pitt-------Mrs Pitt reminded her husband to order the wine.

7. OTHER REPORTING VERBS

ACCEPT.- 'O.K. I'll do the job,' he said. = He accepted to do the job
INTRODUCE.-' Please, Peter, meet Tom.' = He introduced Peter to Tom.
ACCUSE.- 'You are a thief,' said the manager to him = The  manager accused him of being a thief.
 POINT  OUT.- 'There are a few mistakes in your essay,'  The teacher pointed out that there were a few mistakes in my essay.

ADMIT.- 'Yes, I stole the money,' he said. = He admitted having stolen the money . 

AGREE.- 'You can use my flat while I'm away,' he said. He agreed to let us use his flat while he was away

 PROMISE.- 'I will never smoke again,' he said. = He  promised never to smoke again.

APOLOGIZE.- 'Sorry, ´m', late,' he said. = He apologized for being late

CALL.- 'Ann, come.' = He called Ann.   'You are a liar, Henry,' he said. = He called Henry a liar. 
COMPLAIN.- 'The price is too high,' he said. He complained about the price.  
 REFUSE.- 'I won't lend you any more money,' he said. = He refused to lend me any more money.
CONGRATULATE.- 'Congratulations on your success!' he   said to me. = He congratulated me on my success. 
SUGGEST.- 'Why don't we take a holiday in the He mountains?' he said. = He suggested taking a holiday in  the mountains.

EXCLAIM.-' Ugh, there's a fly in my soup!' he said. =he exclaimed with disgust that there was a fly in his soup

 THANK.- 'Thank you for this splendid meal,' he said to his  hostess. = He thanked his hostess for the meal.

WISH.- 'I wish you good luck,' he said to me. = He wished me good luck

A)PUT  THESE  SENTENCES INTO  REPORTED SPEECH.

1. He said,”I am always hungry”
2. “I  have already finished my dinner”,Tom said.
3. Mrs Black told him,”We are going away tomorrow”.

4. He said to me,”I can do it by myself”.

5. “Speak louder!”, Peter told him.

6. “Come and have dinner with us”,she invited them.

7. “Don´t forget your glasses”said Mr Brown.

8. “What´s the weather like in England?”Carmen asked.

9. “How many mistakes did you have in your dictation?”,the teacher asked me.

10. “Can I speak to Jenny,please?”,John said.
B) CHANGE INTO  DIRECT SPEECH.

1.They asked if I was Spanish.
2.I invited them to have a cup of tea.
3.Mr Clark ordered the waitress to bring him a  clean fork.

4.She asked me who the man was.

5.They said that they would take the dog for a walk.

6.David said he had bought the book the day before.

7.The old man said that he didn´t like wine.

C) Statements .Change  into reported speech: 

1. “He works in a bank” 

She said ___________________________________

2. “We went out last night” 

He told me ___________________________

3. “I’m coming!” 

She said ___________________________________

4. “I was waiting for the bus when he arrived” 

She told me ________________________________

5. “ I’d never been there before” 

He said ________________________________

6. “I didn’t go to the party” 

She told me ____________________________

7. “Lucy’ll come later” 

he said ___________________________________

8. “He hasn’t eaten breakfast” 

She told me _______________________________

9. “I can help you tomorrow” 

She said _____________________________

10. “You should go to bed early” 

She told me _____________________________

11. “I don’t like chocolate” 

I told her ______________________________

12. “I won’t see you tomorrow” 

She said ________________________________

13. “She’s living in Paris for a few months” 

I  said ________________________________

14. “I visited my parents at the weekend” 

She told him______________________________

15. “I haven’t eaten this  sushi before” 

Peter said ______________________

16. “I hadn’t travelled by underground before I came to London” 

She said __________________________________

17. “They would help if they could” 

She said _________________________________________

18. “I’ll do the washing-up later” 

She told me ________________________________

Change these direct questions into reported speech:

1. “Where is he?” 

She asked me _______________________________

2. “What are you doing?” 

She asked me ___________________________

3. “Why did you go out last night?” 

he asked her___________________________

4. “Who´s this beautiful woman?” 

he wondered  ____________________________

5. “How is your mother?” 

She asked me _____________________________

6. “What are you going to do at the weekend?” 

I  asked he r__________________

7. “Where will you live after graduation?” 

She asked me ___________________________

8. “What were you doing when I saw you?” 

She asked him ________________________

9. “How was the journey?” 

She asked me ___________________________

10. “How often do you go to the cinema?” 

He  asked  them __________________________

11. “Do you live in London?” 

She asked us __________________________

12. “Did he arrive on time?” 

She asked me _____________________________

13. “Have you been to Paris?” 

She asked  her ______________________

 Requests , Orders .Change  into reported speech: 

1. “Please help me carry this” 

She asked/begged  me _________________________

2. “Please come early” 

She ______him___________________________

3. “Please buy some milk” 

Mary  ______________________________

4. “Could you please open the window?” 

The teacher  _________________________________

5. “Shall I  bring you  the book tonight?” 

She ______________________________

6. “Can you help me with my homework, please?” 

The child __________________________________

7. “Would you bring me a cup of coffee, please?” 

he __________________________________

8. “Would you mind passing the salt?” 

She ________________________________

9. “Would you like to come  home tomorrow?” 

She _______________________________

10. “Do your homework!” 

She told me _______________________

11. “Go to bed!” 

She  ordered_____________________________

12. “Don’t be late!” 

She _____________________________________

13. “Don’t smoke!” 

The teacher _________________________________

14. “Tidy your room!” 

The mother _________________________________

15.”If I were you,I´d apologize to the teacher”

She ________________________

